
The Green Hills  
Lifestyle is made for us!

It’s amazing how big changes can start with 
simple conversations at the grassroots level. 
Consider the community room that’s become 
a hub of the Green Hills community. 

“This room was a grassroots idea,” said 
Jerry Hall, who has lived at Green Hills 
with his wife, Nancy, since 2012. “It’s a 
great example of the exciting things that 
get accomplished here when people are 
willing to get involved.”

It’s easy to connect with the Green Hills 
community, said Jerry, a retired Iowa State 
University (ISU) mechanical engineering 

Audit Committee
These volunteers pay attention to tax issues 
and work with the auditors who serve Green 
Hills. “We’ve had clean audits for years,” said 
Jerry, who also serves on the Investment 
Committee, Strategic Planning Committee and 
Capital Planning Committee.
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Jerry and Nancy  
Hall Help Provide 
Grassroots Leadership

professor and consultant. Since he likes working 
with numbers, Jerry volunteers for a variety of 
business-related committees, including:
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Finance Committee 
This group oversees a 
variety of money matters 
and reports directly to 
the Green Hills board of 
directors. Jerry also serves 
on a compensation sub-
committee, which evaluates 
beginning salaries and 
raises for Green Hills 
employees. 

Technology  
Committee Member 
This committee provides 
input on software programs, 
computer hardware, security 
cameras and specialized 
technology for the movie 
theater and community 
room on campus. 

Continuing Education 
Committee 
 “We find topics that interest 
Green Hills residents, and 
then we contact potential 
speakers,” says Jerry, who 
notes that the committee 
has hosted programs on 
wind energy, Ames’ park 
system, equestrian therapy, 
genetics, the Ames Public 
Library, rare earth metals 
and more.

Jerry is also a volunteer proofreader for 
the Chimes, a resident-written, monthly 
newsletter.  In addition, he’s a past member 
of Green Hills’ Advisory Council and Vice 
President of the Green Hills Board. “We’re a 
unique community, since decisions start at 
the grassroots level,” said Jerry, who noted 
that proposals go from committees to the 
Advisory Council to the Green Hills Board. 
“We’re fortunate to have so many talented 
people here who are willing to volunteer 
their time and knowledge.” 

Nancy has volunteered in years past for 
the Social Committee, Library Committee, 
Grounds Committee and Advisory Council. 

“Getting involved with various committees 
has helped us get to know people on 
campus we might not have met otherwise,” 
said Nancy, who volunteers with the Sensory 
Garden on campus. “We enjoy living at 
Green Hills and love the people here.” 

Volunteering remains a way of life for the 
Halls, who have been active in the Ames 
First United Methodist Church. 

“It’s fascinating to serve,” said Jerry, 
a Kiwanis Club member. “It’s also 
rewarding to give back to the  
local community.” 



“While I was glad I could care for 
my wife, I needed to fill this void in 
my life,” said Paul, a retired Iowa 
State University (ISU) professor of 
animal science. “Now I had time 
to start taking advantage of more 
opportunities here.” 

Paul connected with Club 2200, a social 
group that meets one Friday afternoon a 
month on campus for drinks and snacks. 
He also started volunteering for various 
committees, including the Finance 
Committee and Investment Committee. 
“These learning opportunities were too 
good to pass up,” said Paul, who added 
that home ownership was one of the things 
that prompted him to move to Green Hills 
with Phyllis. “The people who live here are 
invested in Green Hills, and we’re committed 
to making this the best life-plan community 
in the area.” 

Paul also serves on the Strategic Planning 
Committee. “We meet once or twice a year 
to assess Green Hills’ strategic plan and 
make adjustments, as needed. Failing to 
plan is planning to fail, so it’s essential to 
look to the future.” 

The Yes2HealthyLife Committee offers 
another way for Paul to contribute. “We 
work with the wellness team at Green Hills 
to meet the needs of our community. Plus, it 
keeps us moving!” 

Paul has taken on a variety of leadership 
roles in recent years, from Grounds 
Committee vice chair to two terms as 
president of the Board of Directors, which 
is an elected position. Paul was recently 
elected to the Green Hills Advisory Council. 

Why is Paul willing to volunteer his time to so 
many committees? “I was involved with quite 
a bit of committee work during my career at 
ISU. I saw the benefits of committee action 
to make lasting, positive change.” 

The resident-led committee structure 
that was created years ago at Green Hills 
continues to provide a strong foundation 
that enhances the quality of life here, Paul 
added. “The people of Green Hills make this 
the great place it is. I enjoy working with my 
neighbors to ensure Green Hills is the most 
up-to-date, best retirement community in  
the area.” 

When Paul Brackelsberg and his wife, Phyllis, moved to a townhome at Green Hills in 2008, 
they had a lot to manage. Phyllis was losing her ability to speak, due to a neurological 
condition called primary progressive aphasia. After Phyllis passed away two years later, Paul 
looked for new ways to connect with the Green Hills community. 

PAUL BRACKELSBERG

I Enjoy Serving with my Neighbors
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“Don’t let anyone dull your sparkle” could  
be Norma Speer’s motto. This former Iowa 
State cheerleader proves that life is never  
dull when you develop a passion for learning 
and serving. 

“I’m a big promoter of Green Hills and 
like to be involved in my community,” 
said Norma, a retired teacher. 

Norma serves as an Advisory Council member 
and Continuing Education Committee chair. 
Her spirit of service took root long before she 
and her late husband, Bill, moved to campus 
in 2017. 

“I grew up in Marshalltown, which had a great 
YMCA/YWCA, as well as an active Girl Scout 
program. When I was a teenager, my friends 
and I got involved with these organizations. 
We would plan fundraisers and dances on our 
own, without help from chaperones.” 

After Bill graduated from Iowa State, the 
couple spent 51 years in eastern Iowa, where 
Bill joined the DeWitt Veterinary Clinic. The 
Speers became active 
community volunteers and 
led youth groups at the 
DeWitt United Methodist 
Church for many years. 

After the couple retired, 
they considered moving to 
Des Moines, where their 
oldest daughter lives. “We 
really liked Ames, though, 
especially since ISU is here,” 
said Norma, who moved to a 
townhome in north Ames 10 
years ago with Bill. 

After Bill’s health needs changed, the Speers 
moved to a spacious apartment at The Maples 
at Green Hills. “Our kids were glad we moved 
here,” Norma said.  

When new residents move to campus, they 
are invited to join the community’s various 
committees. After Bill passed away in 2018, 
Norma became more involved. “There are a 
number of resident-led committees, from the 
Garden Committee to the Library Committee,” 
explained Norma, who serves on the 
15-member Advisory Council. “The Advisory 
Council takes recommendations from these 
various committees to the Green Hills board.” 

Norma also chairs the Continuing Education 
Committee, which invites various guest 
speakers to campus each month. Topics have 
ranged from Ames Chamber of Commerce 
updates to inventions created from rare-
earth elements. Even the Covid-19 pandemic 
didn’t hinder the learning. “Before the 
2020 elections, we hosted a Zoom video 
conference with the Story County auditor, who 
spoke about balloting,” said Norma, who is 

also involved in the philanthropic 
organization P.E.O., her church 
circle and more. 

There are so many advantages 
to volunteering on Green Hills’ 
committees, Norma added. 

“You get to know people 
better, you learn the 
issues and you help make 
decisions that impact your 
community. It’s satisfying 
to contribute.” 
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Norma Speer’s Volunteer 
Spirit Shines at Green Hills 



Just because you retire doesn’t mean you 
don’t look forward to Friday. Some of the 
first residents at Green Hills created a fun 
campus tradition called Club 2200, a social 
get-together filled with snacks, beverages and 
conversation once a month on  
Friday afternoon. 

While the Covid-19 pandemic curtailed in-
person events for a year, Ralph and Trudy 
Yoder are glad that Club 2200 is back. “About 
95 people showed up when we were able 
to start meeting again in April 2021,” said 
Trudy, who manages the group’s funds for this 
working committee. “Club 2200 is  
a fun organization that helps you meet  
more people and connect with the Green  
Hills community.” 

Club 2200 meets once a month on a Friday 
“from 4:30 p.m. until everyone leaves,” said 
Ralph, who serves with Trudy on the Club 
2200 leadership team, whose members 
purchase the beverages, set up the bar, 
provide snacks and clean up afterwards. 
Anyone on campus is welcome to attend 
these gatherings, which are held in the 
Community Room at Green Hills. 

What motivated the Yoders to help lead 
Club 2200? “Someone asked us if we’d get 
involved after we moved here, so we decided 
to volunteer for the committee,” Ralph said. 
“Our committee is pretty informal, but we 
keep things going.” 

For years, the Yoders have valued the 
opportunity to contribute their time and talent 
to help those around them. During his career, 
Ralph worked in the ag cooperative sector in 

the Fort Dodge area. When a merger unified 
two different cooperatives, it was important to 
help employees from both companies get to 
know each other. “We hosted a Land O’Lakes 
feed department picnic where employees 
were encouraged to bring their families,” he 
noted. “This helped us get acquainted with a 
lot of people. We still stay in touch with some 
of these folks.” 

After the Yoders retired and moved from 
Fort Dodge, they settled in the Stone Brooke 
neighborhood in north Ames in 1995. “We like 
being close to the activities at Iowa State,” 
said Ralph, who moved to Green Hills in 2005 
with Trudy.

The Yoders value the opportunity to  
volunteer with Green Hills’ committees,  
which give residents a voice in how Green 
Hills is managed. 

“From the day we moved here, we 
felt welcome,” Trudy said. “Wherever 
we live, we try to be part of the 
neighborhood. Communities like 
Green Hills that are thriving have  
a strong volunteer spirit.” 

RALPH AND TRUDY YODER

Stop By on Friday:  
Ralph and Trudy Yoder 
Help Club 2200 Thrive Photo of Ralph and Trudy Yoder



Volunteering has been called the ultimate 
exercise in democracy. While you vote in 
elections periodically, volunteering lets you vote 
every day about the kind of community you 
want to live in. Just ask Carole Magilton and 
Joan Herwig, who serve on a variety of Green 
Hills committees. 

“I don’t think of any of us move to Green 
Hills thinking, ‘I’d like to join the Friendship 
Committee,’ or ‘I’d like to be the next board 
president,’” said Joan, a retired director of the 
Child Development Laboratory School and 
professor emeritus at Iowa State University 
(ISU). “But what we discover is that we all 
have something to contribute, whatever our 
background.” 

Joan is the President of the Green Hills 
Residents’ Association (GHRA) board. “This is 
a good way to learn about the history of the 
organization, understand its vision for the future 
and help shape that future. Living at Green Hills 
has been as much of a growing experience 
intellectually as any other stage of my life.” 

Joan also chairs the Audit Committee and is 
a member of the Finance Committee, which 
reviews contracts, capital improvement projects 
and more. “There are many opportunities for 
residents to be updated about the business of 
Green Hills.” 

 In 2020, Joan chaired the 15-member Green 
Hills Advisory Council, which gathers residents’ 
input about various issues around campus 
and shares this information with Green Hills’ 
management team. It’s not just about business 
at Green Hills, emphasized Joan, who also 
serves on the Library Committee. “The library is 
the heart of Green Hills. It’s centrally located in 
the reception area, is open 24/7 and is a very 
active social place.” 

Carole also appreciates the social aspects of 
Green Hills. She enjoys the Club 2200 get-

togethers that 
occur once 
a month on 
Friday. “I try to 
sit with different 
people each 
time, because 
this is a good 
way to make new friends.” 

She also serves on the Garden Committee, 
the Grounds Committee and co-chairs the 
Friendship Committee, which welcomes new 
residents to campus. “We set up a time to visit 
with them, give them a welcome basket full 
of goodies, share information on activities at 
Green Hills and answer their questions about 
basic things like when garbage pickup occurs,” 
said Carole, a retired elementary school teacher. 
“We think, ‘Here are the things I’d like to know 
when I’m moving into a new place.’” 

Residents are invited each year to join the 
various committees on campus. “It’s important 
to solicit input from a range of people,” Carole 
said. “I appreciate the talents and skills that 
others bring.”

Not only are these socialization opportunities 
a key part of wellness, but they lead to positive 
change on campus. “By working together, we 
help people live better lives,” Joan said. 

“Developing strong connections 
with those around us becomes even 
more important in this chapter of our 
lives, as many of us face the loss of 
spouses, partners and friends.” 

It’s inspiring to see others pursue their interests 
and contribute to the Green Hills community, 
Joan added. “Age no longer becomes a defining 
factor. Life is much more interesting when you 
get involved. The joy that comes from helping 
others is immense.”  

CAROLE MAGILTON & JOAN HERWIG

We All Have Something to Contribute
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Sometimes life is full of surprises. For Bruce 
and Barbara Munson, nothing was more 
surprising than the cold, spring day they 
decided to visit Green Hills. 

“We’d had our name on the list at another 
senior living community in Ames for several 
years,” said Bruce, a retired aerospace 
engineering faculty member at Iowa State 
University (ISU). “Then we decided on a whim 
to visit Green Hills.”

They were attracted to a townhome with 
an array of windows and a bright interior. 
“We saw right away that we could make this 
townhome our own,” said Barbara, a retired 
Ames Public Library librarian and technical 
editor at the ISU Press. 

“We’re not spontaneous people, 
but within a week we signed the 
paperwork to move to Green Hills.”

After the couple completed some remodeling 
on their new home and moved to campus, 
these two avid gardeners envisioned new 
possibilities for the patio near their front door. 
Bruce drafted a design for a 12-foot by 15-foot 
raised-bed garden. The Munsons presented 
their idea to Green Hills’ Grounds Committee. 
The members approved. 

Bruce later joined the Grounds Committee, 
which helps make decisions regarding the 
groundskeeping and gardens at Green Hills. 
He also serves on Green Hills’ Advisory 
Council and the Woodshop Committee. 

“When we moved here, I figured my 
woodworking days were done, so 
I gave away my power tools,” said 
Bruce, who started his woodworking 
hobby at age 10. “Now I have access 
to even better tools at Green Hills’ 
woodworking shop.” 

Bruce enjoys making musical instruments, 
including an ornate Celtic harp. He is also 
creating an organetto, a miniature, portable 
pipe organ that was one of the most popular 
instruments of the thirteenth through sixteenth 
centuries, when it was often used in religious 
processions. “It’s wonderful to have the time 
and tools to make these instruments,”  
Bruce said. 

Barbara also contributes her skills to various 
committees on campus. She volunteers with 
the Library Committee and proofreads each 
monthly Chimes newsletter, which is written 
by people who live at Green Hills. “If you’re 
going to be part of a community, you should 
contribute to that community,” Barbara said. 
“It’s wonderful to keep learning and growing.”

Volunteering for various committees makes it 
easy to meet the friendly, interesting people 
at Green Hills, she added. “Moving here is 
one of the best decisions we’ve  
ever made. It’s the  
perfect spot for us.” 

BRUCE AND BARBARA MUNSON

Bruce and Barbara Munson 
Grow New Opportunities at 
Green Hills
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Ready to learn more? 
Call Linda Lauver today  
to learn more about the  

Green Hills Lifestyle 

(515) 357-5000.

2205 Green Hills Drive | Ames, Ia 50014 
515-357-5000 | GreenHillsRC.com

www.GreenHillsRC.com  |  Follow us on social media!

Mark your calendars for

SEPTEMBER 14 & 21

PARADE 
OF HOMES


